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and at the same price—the Star cost a halfpenny, all the
*' mornings " save Tie Times were then a penny*
Four years passed, however, without any effort in this
direction; then, in 1892, two halfpenny "mornings"
came out within forty-eight hours of one another. One,
the Horning Leader, was published by the proprietors of the
Star; its competitor by three or four speculators who never
had enough capital to give the Morning a fair chance; it
soon faded out. The Morning Leader lived for some time,
but never thrived; it was engulfed eventually in the maw
of the Daily News, which swallowed one after another its
three Liberal rivals in London daily journalism* Neither
had the character or breadth of interest which "T. P."
put into the Star.
Meanwhile a young man whose name was Alfred
Harmsworth—I have called and shall continue to call him,
for convenience's sake, Northcliffe, his title in the peerage
—was publishing a string of weekly papers, unambitious,
anecdotic, appealing to the half-educated; and making
big money out of them. The eldest of a large family,
his father a barrister employed in the legal department of a
railway company, his mother an Irishwoman of dominant
character, this handsome boy was at seventeen making
a few pounds a week in London as a free lance or penny-a-
liner.
He appeared to be the conventional type of young
journalist, wore the top hat and tail coat that were the
insignia of respectability in those days, wrote the usual
kind of article in the usual Fleet Street language. But
he watched intelligently then, as he watched all his life,
what was going on in journalism ; he saw that changes were
in the air.
More clearly than George Newnes himself, he discerned
the reason for the success of Tit-Bits. Sneered at by

